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Medical Emergencies on Shabbos

1) The Gemara in Yoma cites various sources that risk to life takes
precedence over Shabbos. Finally, Shmuel cites a general rule,
that ‘you shall live by them, not die by them’.

2) Not only Shabbos is suspended for sake of life, but all prohibitions
are suspended as well. Such as forbidden foods.

3) The gemara tells us that when there is a choice of prohibition, the
more lenient one is violated first.

4) The Rosh discusses if it is preferable to slaughter an animal on
Shabbos to procure kosher meat, or is it better to eat non kosher
meat, which seemingly is a relatively lesser violation.



5) The maharam m’rotenberg writes that Shabbos is like a weekday
visa via a deathly ill person, and therefore it is permitted to
slaughter kosher meat in violation of Shabbos, rather than feed
him non kosher meat.

6) The rashba writes, that this ruling depends on the fundamental
guestion of whether Shabbos is considered entirely permitted
when risk to life, or that it is just over-ridden.

7) The question remains why non kosher meat is also not considered
permitted due to medical emergency.

8) Most poskim rule that it is just over-ridden.

9) the Shulchan aruch rules that all labor may be performed for a
deathly ill person, even if it is not immediately life threatening.

10) The poskim explain that this ruling also subscribes to the
concept that Shabbos is totally permitted to violate regarding a
life threatening illness. The biur halacha asks why must a seriously
ill person fast if it poses no immediate risk, why is it different from
Shabbos?

11) Rav Elchonon Wasserman zt”| explains that Shabbos is
permitted due to special verses, while other prohibitions are only
overridden due to the derasha of vchai behem. This also explains
why fasting is required if it poses no threat, because only Shabbos
is considered permitted. While other prohibions are just
overridden.

12) We follow the ruling that Shabbos is just overridden not
totally permitted.

13) Rav Moshe Feinstein says that a doctor should not make
himself unnecessarily accessible to violate Shabbos if there are
competent non jewish doctors who can cover.



