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Medical Knowledge and Halacha

1)

There are certainly examples in Halacha when we rely on medical expertise to determine the
halacha. For example, we rely on Doctors to determine if the patient is in danger, warranting the
violation of Shabbos or Yom Kippur.

The Biur Halacha warns that we must be certain the doctor shares our priorities regarding the
halacha, and it not taking the issue lightly or cavalierly.

The Gemara in Sanhedren relates that the sages relied on medical expertise to determine that
an animal that had its uterus removed could live, and was not a terefa

On the other hand, there is a confusing gemara in tractate nida regarding a women who was
seeing red stones in her urine, and the gemara resorted to asking the doctors. The doctors
declared that she must have a wound in her uterus. The gemara however only permitted her on
condition that she would soak the pellets in lukewarm water to see if they would dissolve or not.
The Rosh in his responsa asked the Rashba why weren’t the doctors trusted even without
testing?

The Chasam Sofer concludes from here, that we can rely on medical expertise in a general way,
that such a thing exists, but we still must do what we can to try and clarify more. They are not
relied upon for a particular case.

There is a discussion in the poskim if a doctor would be relied upon to declare a woman cured
from a chronic problem of menstruating as a result of intercourse.

The Rosh himself eventually answers that indeed the medical knowledge would be relied upon if
they would be sure.

Rav Wosner in shevet halavy says it depends if the doctors are ruling definitively regarding this
specific case or are merely speculating in general.

10) In general, the gemara in nida 34b states that the statistics of a Non-Jew might not be reflective

of a Jew, because of the different dietary laws, and the fact that the Jews are anxious regarding
fulfilling the mitzvos.



