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Endangering Yourself to Save Another
1) The Gemara tells us that if we see someone in danger, i.e.
drowning, being mauled by an animal, being attacked by
hoodlums, etc. we have an obligation to intervene, and violate a
negative commandment if we stand idly by.
2) We must even lay out money to hire help if necessary, however
the savior is entitled to be reimbursed.



3) The Gemara also records a dispute, if two people are traveling
through a desert, and they only have enough water for one to
reach civilization, Ben Pitura says they should split the water and
both die; for how can one drink all the water and cause his friends
death? Until Rabbi Akiva came and said, your own life takes
precedence over your friends.

4) Thus, it is a balance; on the one hand we must intervene and not
stand idly by, but at the same time we mustn’t jeopardize our
own life in the process.

5) The Bais Yosef, citing the Hagaos Maimonios states that one must
endanger his own life (sofiek) to save someone who would
otherwise definitely die; the Beis Yosef explains, because since by
intervening the overall risk is reduced from definite to doubtful,
there is a net gain. This is based on a Yerushalmi.

6) The Poskim note that the Beis Yosef himself omits this ruling from
his Shulchan Aruch, suggesting that it is not the halacha.

7) The poskim cite a gemara in the bavli that seems to contradict the
yerushalmi.

8) The Shulchan Aruch Harav writes, that since the matter is of
doubt, we rule leniently and one does not put himself in danger to
save another.

9) The Minchas Chinuch is perplexed by the ruling of the Hagaos
Maimonios, for every prohibition is waived for pikuach nefesh,
and the prohibition against ‘standing idly by’ is not exception.
Why should one risk their life to fulfill this commandment more
than any other commandment?

10) The Radbaz writes that if there is a greater chance the savior
will die, he should not risk. Even 50\50 should not be risked. But if
there is a greater chance the savior will live, than he should take
the risk.



11) It would seem that according to the Minchas Chinuch, even
the slightest risk would not be warrented, while according to the
Radbaz one would be required to take an acceptable risk.

12) According to the Radbaz, a doctor would be permitted to
take an acceptable risk to save patients with contagious diseases,
because the chances of survival are greater; in addition this is a
risk the doctor is prepared to take professionally , and is therefore
justifiable.

13) Rav Ovadiah Yosef ruled that nowadays, it is virtually risk
free to donate a kidney, it would therefore be both permitted and
a mitzva to donate a kidney to save someone else’s life.



