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Safety Rules

1) There are Biblical requirements to keep safety rules. And the
Rambam rules this way as well.

2) There are numerous examples in the Gemara of things that would
potentially be dangerous, but we apply the rule ‘Hashem guards
the foolish’. The question is when do we apply this rule and when
are we required to take precaution.

3) The gemara states that it isn’t safe to perform a circumcision if
there is bad weather. However we apply the rule ‘Hashem guards
the foolish’. The Ritvah says that one is allowed to be cautious and
postpone the bris. The Beis Yosef disagrees.



4) The Terumas Hadeshen discusses marrying someone who has a
‘track record’ of becoming a widow. He wonders if we can apply
the rule ‘Hashem guards the foolish’.

5) The Gemara rules that under certain conditions although a
pregnancy could be dangerous, one is not required to use a
contraceptive. The poskim explain this only applies when the
danger is unlikely.

6) Rav Shlomo Zalman Aurbach z”| says what is considered
dangerous and what is not is somewhat ambiguous. He says that
it would seem that if it is something that most people treat as
dangerous, than it is considered a hazard, but if most people do
not, than it Hashem protects.

7) The Chazon Ish adds, that if currently there is no danger, just an
unlikely chance of danger developing, we need not be concerned.

8) Rav Elchonon Wasserman explains that anything that is
considered the normal way of the world, is an ‘acceptable risk’
and is permitted.

9) The poskim give examples of sea travel, traveling through the
desert, pregnancy, etc.



