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May one intentional arrange a situation of Piku’ach Nefesh

1) There is little source for this question in the actual gemara, but we
do find it discussed in the rishonim

2) The gemara says that one is not permitted to go in a boat within
three days of Shabbos, unless it is for the purpose of mitzva. The
Rif explains, that the first three days of sea travel cause
discomfort, an it will therefore detract from his ability to fulfill
oneg Shabbos. If however he is traveling for the purpose of
mitzva, then we apply the rule that one engaged in one mitzva is
exempt from another.

3) Tos. Explains that the reason is that it is included under the
prohibition of ‘swimming’.

4) However the ba’al hamoar explains that it is because we are
afraid that he will need to violate Shabbos, and going so close to
Shabbos is like deliberately arranging a Shabbos violation.

5) This is analogous to the opinion of the ba’al hamoar in Shabbos,
that if the water needed for after the mila spills, one must
postpone the mila to avoid desecration.

6) The Ramban there argues, that one would be allowed to perform
the milah, knowing that this will result in a Shabbos violation to
procure hot water for after.

7) There are those how depend this on whether Shabbos is hutrah,
or dechuya.

8) There is a question if we can apply the opinion of the ba’al
hamoar were one will definitely need to violate Shabbos. Rivash
says yes, while the radbaz says no.

9) Rav Moshe Feinstein z”l ruled that a doctor who knows he will be
needed at the hospital over Shabbos must make arrangements to
be there from before Shabbos. He should not plan to violate
Shabbos under pikuach nefesh. While Rav Shlomo Zalman



permitted it. This would seem to parallel the argument of the
rivash and radbaz.

10) The Shulchan aruch rules like the rivash.

11) The tzitz Eliezer rules that elective surgery that might lead to
pikuach nefesh should preferably be performed the beginning of
the week, otherwise it is considered to be a mitzva.



