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Risky Life-Saving Operations

1) Even a moment of life is precious, and we are prepared to violate
the Shabbos in order to preserve even a moment of life.

2) May someone suffering a terminal illness risk an operation that
has some potential of cure?

3) The gemara says one may subject himself to the treatment of an
idol worshipper if it is certain that he will die otherwise. We see
from this that one may risk ‘temporary life’ for a chance for
‘permanent life’.

4) The poskim debate what is considered ‘temporary life’? a few
days, few months, up to a year?

5) If the chance for success are probable, one is actually obligated to
undergo the procedure. However if it is 50/50 and certainly if the
chances of success are remote, one is not obligated to risk their
life now for the chance of improvement.

6) However one is allowed to- the Torah gives the person the right to
decide regarding his temporary life is it is worth the risk for the
chance of recovery. Rav Moshe Feinstein compares this to the
different tendencies to invest- some invest aggressively, some
more conservatively.

7) Rav Moshe was of the opinion that one may not risk even
temporary life just for the sake of improving the quality of life-
only if there is a chance of changing the status from ‘temporary
life’ to ‘permanent life’ albeit a weak life.

8) May we know no sickness or pain and may all the ill among us
merit a speedy recovery.



