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Taking the Law into One’s Own Hands

1) The gemara states that if someone is causing you damage or
threatening to steal, you may take immediate action, even if it
entails harming the perpetrator, and you would be exempt.

2) This rule only applies to preventing damage or loss, or ‘grabbing
back’ specific objects that were taken. This rule does not allow
one to grab money owed.

3) This rule only applies if one would be able to prove to a Jewish
court that he is in the right.

4) It is only permitted to resort to physical force if there is no other
way to prevent the loss.

5) One should not resort to Non-Jewish courts, but after the fact one
would be exempt provided, he has sufficient evidence for a Jewish
Court.

6) It would be permitted to enlist the help of Non-Jewish authorities
to stop a public menace.



7) The poskim discuss if one may confiscate materials that are
causing spiritual harm to others.



